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From the Daily Advertiser of Fune, 1802. 


Brutvs, No. III. 

TO investigate the source of public evils is a 
task as delicate in its nature,’as its objects are in- 
teresting to the community in which we live.— 
Though evils be obvious, and are universally ac- 
knowledged, the remedy is dy aded. Some disap- 
prove the mode in which the investigation is con- 
ducted; and are alarmed when individual cha- 
racters are approached. Others of timid tempers. 
would leave undisturbed the sensibility of offend- 
ers, and trembie at the application of a potent 
and penetrating corrective. Amidst these con- 
flicting opinions the difficulties increase, the task 
becomes important, and pregnant with danger to 
him who undertakes it. I hold it, however, the 
highest duty of a gocd citizen to watch the aspect 
of the political horizon, to be regulated by its 
portentous indications ; to aid in useful opera- 
tions, or endeavor to avert impending calamity. 

In perilous times, when iniquity and fraud are 
seen moving through the land, in the imposing 
garb, and under the insidious appellation of ex- 


‘ clusive republicanism—when muffled villains are 


assassinating private characters, threatening with 
subversion the foundation of the government, and 
the very principles of the social compact—indif- 
ference would be criminal, and silence treason to 
the happiness of man.* Impressed with a deep | 
sense of these importaat truths, unawed by empty 
menaces, or vulgar epithets, influenced by no 
private considerations, I shall steadily, though at 
leisure, pursue the work I have begun—and if 
aught of passion or invective should mark my 
progress, it will arise from the nature of the 
subject, never from an intentional violation of 
propriety, or a momentary disre<pe& to the feel- 
ings of the community. I should justly forfeit 
the confidence of the public, were I to notice any 
thing that appears in the polluted columns of the 
American Citizen. A wretch who owes his life 
to the patience of the country and the benignity 
of its laws, can never be noticed by the author of 
these essays. He shall therefore for a moment 
be permitted to slumber in fancied security. Nei- 
ther pilfered letters, nor viclated seals shall now be 
raised to interrupt his repose, nor shail the re- 
corded guilt of midnight mischiefs be presented to 
remind him of the playful levity of former days. 
With these horrid recollections it 1s not now in- 
tended to tormenthim. He has invited personal 
and judicial examination, in both perhaps he shall 
be gratified. His erimes and condu& may form 
the subjeét of a future number, they may be ex- 
amined as a matter of curious speculation—and 
will be an instruétive lesson to society. In the 
mean while, let him remember, that there is a 
Being, who can penetrate the secret recesses of 
the human heart; can “ rive the confines of hid- | 
den mischief ;” and by ways mysterious but un- 
erring, dire€ts the arm of justice, to the sure de- 
tection and punishment of guilt. Let him shud- 


‘der and remember, that neither a thief nor an 


assassin can escape; and that a fate awaits him 


‘that will render him too infamous to be dreaded; 


harmless and inoffensive, ‘because known and 
despised, ; 
From mistaken policy, from confidence mis- | 








ee ee 


placed, and an injudicious choice.of friends, Mr. 
Jefferson may yet be involved in inextricable dif- 
ficulties. But newly initiated into the mysteries 
of executive functionsy ike raust be prepared to 
meet the treachery of the fawning foes that sur- 
round him. Of men, who, destitute of talents 
or patriotic motives, have no common principle to 
bind them to the state. Ignorant of the true in- 
terest of the country, they have no other object 
than personal aggrandizement. They would 
willingly lead him izito dilemmas, and rejoice at 
his distress. He is yet to learn it seems, that 
there are men, who, while they approach him 
in all the submissive and obsequious forms of 
humble sycophants, meditate his ruin, and invite 
occurrences that“will shake to the centre the best 
interests of the country. 

No where has his incaution been more conspi- 
cuous than in this state; we have seen him with- 
out reserve confiding in men, who, until his ele- 
vation to the presidential chair have uniformly 
been his enemies. Who, before that period, be- 
held him with the most inveterate hatred; but 
the moment he was invested with the executive 
power of the nation, these pliant and flexible pa- 
triots, influenced by selfish and sordid views, were 
studious to conceal their enmity, and enjoy all 
the advantages they could derive, from avowing 
the warmest friendship, and the most unconditi- 
onal attachment. ‘Then those pure republicans, 
who row so loudly proclaim their disinterested 
efforts for the public good, became the eulogists 
of Mr. Jefferson; and he the subject of their un- 
bounded admiration. No one then was so great, 
so able and patriotic. T’he men to whom I allude 
can without difficulty, be pointed out. To pre- 
clude all misapprehension it may be proper to 
remark, that ever since the interesting, and ani- 
mated correspondence between Mr. Jefferson, 
while secretary of state, and Mr. Genet, then 
minister from Frarice, and which in its progress 
became somewhat personal, the connections of 
this last gentleman, have ever since spoken of 
the present Executive, in the severest language 
of reproach; from his private character, they ex- 
tended their animadversions to his public conduct. 
They denounced him not only as an unworthy 
character, but an incapable officer.—That senti- 
ments like these, have been uniformly held and 
expressed by Governor Clinton, is notorious. 
When the republicans of this city, were calling 
for the efforts of every man in the community 
who valued the principles of Freedom, to assist in 
raising Mr. Jefferson to the Presidency, Governor 
Clinton persisted in pronouncing him a nerveless 
political trimmer, unfit forthe office they intend- 
ed him, incompetent totally to the discharge of 
his numerous and important duties. ‘This, nei- 
ther he, nor his friends for him, deny him; it 
isa fact that cannot be controverted.—Nor can it 
be eluded by asserting, that these feelings and 
opinions, did not extend beyond the person who 
uttered them; for willit be believed, that a man 
of his prudence, and discretion, would be less 
alive to feelings of this kind, than others of more 
sanguine and irritable tempers, to whom the sup- 
posed injustice would as directly attach. 

These would be evasions.too puerile to be no- 
ticed. What then age we to think of men, who 
publicly profess attachments and seatiments which 
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their hearts disavow. Who have dispositions so 
accommodating, while at one moment they de- 
fame a public character, at another they can base- 
Soop to the object of their hatred—conceal 

eir real sentiments, and prostitute their princi- 
ples for the vile purposes of personal advance- 
ment. Can men of principles so base be intitled 
to that unlimited confidence which they so trium- 
phantly claim. Are they worthy the exclusive 
patronage of achief magistrate, to whose eleva- 
tion they were compelled reluctantly to contri- 
bute. Upon these questions it behoves Mr. Jef- 
ferson to refleét, or he will soon feel the malig- 
nant effects of their friendship. From this inti- 
mate union with the men whom I have described 
we may form a favorable opinion of the mildness 
and amiable temper of the President, but cer-. 
tainly not of his discernment. That their friend- 
ship may become of some importance, these 
faithful allies of the Executive, are intentior>lly 
and industriously depriving him of all other sup- 
port; and having stript him of the friends who 
were attached to him from principle, like treache- 
rous cowards they wiil desert him in distress. 

Whatever may be the particular differences be- 
tween the friends and enemies of Mr. Burr, I 
shall not touch the merits of the controyersy, un- 
til all the promised discoveries are before the 
public. As the Vice-president can only be cen- 
sured, when convicted of a dereliction of princi- 
ple, it will be useful to inquire, whether the men 
who ate now calumniating him, are themselves 
governed by the principles, which, they say he 
has forsaken. That they are influenced by per- 
sonal animosity, by local jealousies, that their sole 
object is fame and influence, and the destru€tion 
of every man who refuses to sacrifice his inde- 
pendence to the dictates of a. fa€tion, must be 
manifest to every sober and enquiring mind. 
Whether Mr. Burr has offended Mr. Jefferson, 
is to me immaterial. But whether he chall be 
censured for refusing blindly to pursue measures 
which his understanding disapproved, and there- 
by to hazard, as he conceived, his reputation, and 
the prosperity-of the country, deserves a liberal 
inve.. tigation. 


BRUTUS. 
aE 3S ee ———— 


In the well-known pamphlet of ** Aetstipzs”? is cone 
tained a brief, but convincing refutation of the char- 
ges alledged againft Col. Burr. Tbe attention which 
this fubject has received from the public, induces me 
to extract that part of the pamphlet which is moft par- 
ticularly in point : 

“J SHALL now briefly examine the allega- 
tions which have been urged againft the vice-pre- 
fident, and the proof by which it has been attempt- 
ed to fupport them. I fhall do this as concifely as 
poflible, perfuaded that a flight inveftigation is fuf- 
ficient to convince every candid reader, that the whole 
tranfaétion has originated in a premeditated plan to 
ruin the reputation of Mr. Burr. In fome parts of 
the voluminous publications which have apeared up- 
on the fubje&t, we find bold aflertions without a par- 
ticle of proof to fupport them; ig others infidious 
infinuations calculated to miflead the judgment of the 
reader, premifes arbitrarily aflumed, and conclufions 
drawn from them ftiil move arbitrarily and falfe. We 
are every Where urged to accept the imple ip/e dixit 
of an unknown author, as indubitable teftimony of 
the truth of what he ftates. Thus, contrary to the 
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juft and fimple maxim, that every man is to be deem- 
ed innocent until he is proved otherwife, contrary to 
every rule of right reafoning, and fair argument, the 
fecond officer in the government is to be pronounced 
guilty of difhonorable conduct, and robbed of his 
fame upon the bare fuggeftion of ananonymous writer. 

‘©The real authors of thefe productions, though 
known, have never dared to avow their names ; they 
a@ted a more deep and fubtle part. At firft they 
contented themfeves with preparing the credulity of 
the public by vague furmifes, for the reception of the 
calumnies that were to follow. When thefe appear- 
ed, they for a while affe€ted ignorance of their fource, 
but expreffed violent fufpicions that there was caufe 
fer alarm, whick foon terminated in a conviction that 
Mr. Burr had abandoned the principles he profefleds 
had betrayed his party, and that as patriots they wefe 
bound to aidin the deftru€tion of a man who had be- 
come dangereus to the liberties of their e/oved coun- 
try. The tocfin of alarm was founded. Mr. Burr’s 
guilt was proclaimed far and wide, while he was at 
a diftance from the {cene of action, and unable even 
by a denial to check the progrefs of his defamation. 
‘Thoufands were deceived by their artifiees. ‘They 
did not know what ingenious preparation had been 
made. "hey did not know that all the printers in 
the ftate who were either diredtly, or indirectly under 
the influence of the government, had been previoufly 
engaged to circulate the flanders which were origi- 
nated in New-York ; that the moft perfonal and abu- 
five manufcripts were prepared in this city and fent 
to the country editors, to be publifhed either as com- 
munications or editorial remarks ; and that what ap- 
peared to them, the expreffion of the public fentiment, 
was nothing but the effect of pre-concert, and an art- 
ful combination among the perfonal enemies of Mr. 
Burr. When Mr. Burr was nominated to the vice-pre- 
fidency, tlie government of the ftate, by his own aid 
and exertions, was placed in the hands of his enemies, 
who converted it into an engine to effeét his ruin. 
"The pamphlets in which he was calumniated, were 
circulated under the patronage of the officers of the 
government, and conveyed by every poffible channel 
into the remoteft corners of the flate. 

« Thus aided, the author of Zhe View, advanta- 
geoufly commenced his attack on the vice-prefident, 
and has fince continued his labours. Thefe it is be- 
Kieved will be more properly appreciated, after his 
produGtions fhall have been analyzed. I fhall refume 
the examination of The View, &c where I left it. 

‘In the 43d page of that produétion is the fol- 
ing paragraph : 

“The moment he (Mr. Burr) was nominated, 
he put into operation a moft extenfive, complicated, 
and wicked fyitem of intrigue, to place himfelf in the 
prefidential chair. He fet to work all his inventive 
powers, and in fome inftances, employed men to car- 
ry his plans iato execution, who neither perceived 
their nature nor extent. Inthe furtherance of his 
intrigues, he {pared no pains, nor was he parfimoni- 
ous-ofexpence. The expreffes kept on foot, the men 
he employed, and the expences of their various agen- 
cies, mutt have coft him a fum little lefs than one 
year’s falary of ls ‘office. Mr. Burr feems to have 
carried on a _/ecrei correfpondence with the federalifts 
from the period of his nomination.” 

“ The faéts adduced to fupport this charge fhall 
be noticed in the order in- which they occur. 

“ In the firft place it is faid that Mr. Burr fent 
political agents to the different ftates. What were 
the particular objeéts with which thefe agents were 
charged, is not ftated. If their objects were, to ef- 
fect the election of Mr. Burr to the prefidency, it 
fhould have been fhewn that they tampered with the 
electors after they were chofen, and attempted to di- 
vert their votes from Mr. Jefferfon. If this is not 
done, the affertion that Mr. Burr had agents in the 
different ftates, if proved, amounts to nothing. But 
unfortunately for the authorof The View, &c.. when- 
ever he is fo incautious as to refer to gentlemen by 
name, they difprove and falfify the charges which it 
was his object to eftablifh. Mr. Abraham. Bifhop, 
he fays, wasi Mr. Burr’s agent at Lancafter. This 
gentleman in two publications addreffed to the edi- 
tors of the American Citizen, and publithed in their 

‘paper, the firft on the third, and the other on the 
igth of Auguft, 1802, explicitly denies that Mr. 
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Burr fent him to Lancafter, or that he went therefor | wickedness and undiftinguifhed attacks of my oppo- 


any purpofes perfonally or politically regarding that 
gentleman. But admitting for a moment that Mr. 
Bifhop had gone.to. Pennfylvania at the-requeft of 
Mr. Burr, he could manifeftly have had no other ob- 
ject in view, than to induce the fenateé of that flate 
to yield 'to the aflémbly, and fuffer fifteen republican 
electors to be appointed. .This indeed is the only 
obje&t afcribed to him bythe author of The View, 
&c. and was it not one, the accomplifhment of which 
was devoutly wifhed for, by every man who felt an 
intereft in the momentous tranfaétion of that day ; 
in as much as it would have affeéted, beyond the pof- 
fibility of defeat, the eleétion of the republican can- 
didates for the ‘two firft effiges in the general govern- 
ment.» But in that cafe, faysthe author of The View, 
&c. “the federalifte would have had no hopes of 
fuccefs, and Dr. Smith of New-Jerfey was fecretly to 
have voted for Mr. Burr, and thus made him prefi- 
dent of the United States.’’ To this infinuatien Dr. 
Smith replied in the following manner : 


* Princeton, Fuly 29, 1802. 
“TO THE EDITOR OF THE EVENING POST. 
“¢ Sir, : 
“Tn your paper of Monday, July 26, under the 
article entitled, 4 View of the political conduct of Aa- 
ron Burr, Efg. by the-author of the Narrative, I 
obferve fome very grofs mifreprefentations, which I 
conceive it to be a duty that I owe to Mr. Burr, the 
New-Jerfey electors and myfelf, to declare to be ab- 
folutely falfe.x—Mr. Burr never vifited me on the fub- 
ject of the late eleGtion for prefident and vice-prefi- 
dent—Mr. Burr never converfed with me a fingle 
fecond on the fubjeét of that eleGtion, either before 
or fince the event. No project or plan of the kind 
mentioned in that paper was propofed or hinted at 
among the electors of New-Jerfey. I am affured 
that Mr. Burr held no intrigue with them, on that 
occafion, either collectively or iudividually. They 
were men above intrigue ; and I do not know that he 
was difpofed to ufe it. Attheir meeting they unani- 
moufly declared that a fair and manly vote according 
to their fentiments was ‘the only condué& which was 
worthy of their own charaéters, or of their caufe. 


“SAML. S. SMITH.” 


« Here then fails every thing that has been affert- 
ed, relative to the New-Jerfey electors. Dr. Smith’s 
integrity, his public and deliberate affertion, I truft, 
will not be doubted. From this it manifeftly appears, 
that the electors of New-Jerfey were not to have vot- 
ed for Mr. Burr in any poffible cafe, and that he ne- 
ver attempted to influence their condué& upon that 
occafion. If ever Mr. Burr had attempted to:'throw 
the whole weight. of Pennfylvania into the. republi- 
can {cale, he would have been perfeGly juftifiable, 
and merited the approbation of the party. But every 
thing which has been infinuated againft the vice-pre- 
dent with regard to his intrigues with the New-Jer- 
fey eleétors, has jbeen fully and decifively denied by 
Mr. Bifhop and Dr. Smith. — 

“Tuts charge; therefore, againft Mr. Burr mutt 


| be abandoned, not only as unfupported, but as proved 
+ to be totally erroneous and falfe.” 


(To be continued.) 
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I have already received nine anecdotes refpecting 
his honor the Chief -Juftice. Five of them are-well 
authenticated facts. In fubfequent commanications 
of this kind, I hope my correfpondents will dire& 
their attention more particularly to. anecdotes of a 
political nature. Nothing but dreadful neceffity, the 
moft flagitious conduét on the part of my enemies, 
will ever induce me to enter the receffes of private 
life, and detail circumftances with which the public 
have no legitimate ‘concert, It is hoftile to. my na- 
ture, it is repugnant I know to the feelings of the 
gentleman whofe caufe I efpoufe, to poifon the pri- 
vate happinefs or, difturb the repofe of any human 
being, even of his enemies. This hallowed ground 


never can be trod by me, unlefs driven to it, by the’ 





-designs. 
posed of all offices, honors and emoluments a-: 





nents. If thefe are not entirely abandoned, the taik 
however painful nmuft be performed. The Chief 
Juttice now knows upon what ground I aét, and is 
affured that if in the pamphlet now writing by James 
Cheetham in this city, or in that preparing by Tunis 
Wortman at Albany, or in the papers of either Cheet- 
ham or Barber, there fhall be found the repetition 
of any old or the propagation of any new lie ¢on- 
cerning the Vice-Prefideni or his friends, he and ell 
thofe with whom he is conneéted, fhall receive the 
lafh without favor or diftinétion. 

The Chief Juftice has a right to offer himfelf as»a 
candidate for the government, and by every fair and 
honorable nfeans to attain his object. If however he 
fhall think proper to affociate himfelf with a banditti 
whole daily occupation is the diffemination of ca- 
lumny and abufe, if he fhall defcend fo low as to avail 
himfelf of the literary fervices of Cheetham, De Witt 
Clinton, and Wortman, if in fhort he adopts the 
principles of that corupt phalanx whefe nominal 
head and atual tail he afpires to be, I fhall retaliate 
in full meafure. I hall endeavor not to tranfgrefs 
the rules which are here laid down; but when a¢tin 
in felf-defence, fufficient latitude muft be allowed 
by the public, to tear up by the roots, the vices and 
the evils that affli€t us. . ' 


I have been informed that the honorable John 
Smith, a senator in Congress, from this state, has 
passed through town, on his way to Suffolk 
County, to exercise his influence in favor of the 
election of his honor Chief Justice Lewis. I 
have had particular information concerning the 
zeal, the conduct, and language of this worthy 
gentleman, and [I shall soon pay him particular 
attention. He assumes the character of a moral, 
perhaps a religious man. [I shall shew him to 
be the friend of Cheetham, and his confidant in a 
transaction, which to know and not divulge, me- 
rjts the detestation of the community. This man 
has generally passed for a harmless and inoffen- 
sive creature, and I advise him not to forfeit that 
character, or I shall pursue him through ail his 
peregrinations, and enter into a complete exposi- 


tion of his late political conduét at the seat of 


government. 


There is nothing so repugnant to the nature 
of a Republican constitution, as the predomi- 
nance of an overweening monied Aristocracy in 
the administration of its government. The sim- 
ple form of Despotism is more tolerable: For 
there the Monarch is elevated so far above his 
slaves, that he has no object, no views, no pas- 
sions, incommon with any of them; his real in- 
terest is moderation in his rule, and his sole con- 
cern, the security of his undivided power. But 
where the ministerial functions of the govern- 
ment are expressed by a few powerful individuals} 
strengthened by the ties of family and blood, and 
supported by their riches; the oppression of the 
people is increased in proportion to the number 
of their tyrants, and their dearest interests fre- 
quently sacrificed, to the rapacity of a needy re- 
lation, or the clamours of a serviceable depen- 
dant. 

That the conduct of the combined aristocracy, 
that rules this state, has afforded grounds of seri- 
ous apprehension for the existence of our rights 
and liberties, no thinking man will venture to de- 


ny. A coalition has been formed between two 


aspiring families, who were long the envious ri- 
vals and malignant enemies of each other, and 
who even now agree in nothing but the arrogance’ 
of their pretensions and the criminality of their 
These powerful confederates have dis- 


mongst themselves; and all the important and 
lucrative stations in the governmant are divided 
between the members, adherents and dependents 
of the combined houses of Livingston and Clin- 
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ton. They have pursued 4 traffic in the favors 
of the people, and insured a monopoly of the pro- 
fits to themselves. All virtue and talents (be- 
sides the slender produce of their own alliance) 
hiave*been proscribed and driven from the public 
councils, and the names of those patriots who at- 
chieved our independence are remembered only 
to be insulted. , 

When it was announced to the public that 
Governor Clinton declined a re-election to his 
present office, the leaders of the aristocracy were 


resolved to secure to themselves the sweets of 


dominion for a season longer; and they were 
well convinced that in order to supply his piace 
with due reverence to the sanction of his exam- 
ple, they required only a man of that weakness 
of intellect, and that pliancy of judgment, that 
could submit without a murmer to acquiescence 
in their measures, and be guided without difhicul- 
ty in subservience to their views. In the small 
phalanx of their own faction there were many of 
equal claims to such supremacy: the only difh- 
culty was to avoid the odium of an invidious dis~ 
tinction. ‘To prevent the embarrasment of such 
a decision they at first fixed their choice by mis- 
take, upon a gentleman independent in his views, 
upright in his intentions, and manly in his senti- 
ments. For a while they succeeded in persuad- 
ing Mr. Lansing of the integrity of their patri- 
otism—but the delusion was short in its contin- 
uance. 


<< He would not be a pipe in faction’s hand, 
To play what step she pleases.” 


He refused, with indignation to subscribe to their 
conditions ; he disdained to participate in the lit- 
tle malignity of their passions, and they were at 
length reduced to the disgraceful necesity of pro- 
claiming for their candidate a sctup engrafted 


_ upon the decaying oak of the Livingstons. 


To promote the election of chief-justice Lew- 
is, arts the most degrading to personal and of- 
ficial dignity ; and means the most obnoxious to 
the spirit of our constitution, have been resorted 
to without, shame and used without compunction. 
The members of the legislature have defiled the 
senate house with all the profane and gross 
proceedings of electioneering meetings at a tav- 
ern; and the associate judges of the supreme tri- 
bunal of the state have deserted their hallowed 
seats upon the bench of justice to serve in com- 
mittees and compose flimsy addresses to the 
people. ‘The people it is hoped, will be grate- 
ful for their attentions, and kindly. acknowledge 
the providence of those rulers, who, sent to the 
seat of government merely to make laws, and ad- 
minister justice for their security, have so disin- 
terestedly assumed the additional duty of provi- 
ding them with a governor. 

Did I not know that there is a sense of justice 
in the people of this country, which to act 
promptly, needs only to be informed, I should 
never have undertaken the dangerous task of ex- 
posing the machinations of an ascendant faction. 
I know that there exists among them a spirit 
which will not brook oppression, and an honest 
jealousy of their rights, that can never endure 
the hateful domination of the insolent minions of 
aristocracy. . 

In the present melancholy posture of our af- 
fairs, it becomes the duty of every honest, upright 
and independent citizen, to use his efforts and 
his influence, in their utmost force, to counteract 
the schemes, and defeat the projets of a daring 
and ambitious faction. Superior to the sordid 
influence of interest; free from the restraints 
imposed by the little politics of a party; and 
above all views of personal or family aggrandize- 
ment; the real lovers of their country will unite 
with one consent, for the preservation of their 
tights : When such is the imperious necessity of 
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exertion, it is weak to be undecided, it is crimi- 

“nal to remain inactive. It is not the cause of one 
man or of one party, that we are called on to es- 
pouse—it is the cause of law, of order, and of e- 
qual liberty. ‘These are the inheritances which 
were bequeathed to us by our fathers ;_ purchased 
with their lives, and sealed in their blood, they de- 
livered them in full perfectien to their issue, and 
it is our duty, toicherish asacred reverence for 
their memories, and transmit the rich legacy un- 
impaired to posterity. 


I find with much pleasure, that my attempt to 
check the dreadful licentiousness with which a 
wicked press has indulgédin attackson the feelings 
and characters of individuals, meets with gene- 
ral approbation. This was only to be done by 
making those callous hearts feel in their own 
cases, the evils they were inhumanly inflicting on 
their unoffending neighbors. ‘The task is hate- 
ful, but the good of society requires its execution, 
and it shall be, faithfully performed. 

Some of the wretches who have drawn this 
chastisement upon them, have the insolence to 
murmur under the lash, and are laying their 
clumsy heads together, devising schemes to de- 
feat my purpose. I again inform them, that re- 
pentance and thorough reformation will alone induce 
me to discard the rod: I again pledge myself to 
put a complete stop to the brutual enormities 
which have outraged this city. Should any legal 
oppression succeed in embarrassing my plan, I 
will have this paper printed out of the state, and 
distributed gratis in.every part of it. If Iam 
driven to that extremity, they shall not find their 
portraits deficient in strength of resemblance, or 
richness of coloring. “~~ ~ 

My only aim is to protect the charaCters of my 
fellow-citixens, by stopping the mouth of a vil- 
lainous defamer, and to corre€t the errors and 
vices of ‘those who-disgrace themselves by conti- 
nuing his patrons; that being accomplished, 


“ Tho with ther high wrongs I am struck to ihe 
quick, 

Yet with my nobler reason, ’gainst my fury 

Will I take part; the rarer action is 

In mercy than in vengeance; they being penitent, 

The sole drift of my purpose doth extend 

Not a frown further.” 


W m A———der, continues to boast 
his controling influence over the fifth ward— 
That this man should be called into a general 
committee, to promote tne election of a governor, 
is disgraceful to the faction by whom he was se- 
lected. He may rest assured, however, that suit- 
able chastisement is prepaaing for him, and if 
found necessary will be duly inflicted. Billy is 
well known in certain circles in this city, but if 
I take hold of him he shall be equally well known 
throughout the state. 


« Tremble thou wretch, 

“ That hast within thee undivulged crimes, 

“ Unwhip'd of justice. 4 

I have this day been more lenient in my chas- 
tisements than the wretches I have taken in hand 


were entitled to expeét: I have however got a 
rod in pickle for D— W— C——, which I ad- 


vise him to avert. I now give notice that if his 


infamous paper does not instantly drop its vile 
and infamous slanders against the Vice-Presi- 
dent, I will on Saturday next have D—W—t 
hoisted on Cheetham’s. back, as schoolmasters 
serve unruly boys, and will give his catastrophe a 
sound tickling, for the amusement of the town, 


and as a-warning to all old offenders. 
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ARISTIDEAN GALLERY or PORTRAITS. 


The amateurs of the fine arts, will find in this 
collection a rich fund of amusement. ‘The mo- 
ralist may here contemplate the vanity and short 
lived greatness of an imbecile, arrogant and wick 
ed faction. 

Numper I, | 

Is the portrait of Captain Skunk, as he was 
dubbed by a wag of the day ;° it arose from the 
following circumstances: This gallant gentleman 
went once a privateering, and fell in with an ene- 
my of equal force; they exchanged five broad- 
sides ; his antagonist behaved with cool bravery, 
and shewed a determination to continue the fight, 
although disabled in his lower timbers—Our hero 
took advantage of this circumstance, and deter- 
mined to sheer off—he immediately put before 
the wind, and fired from his stern ports such 
discharges as effectually secured his retreat ; he 
resolved never more to have any thing to do with 
such a bloody business. : 

: Noumser II, 

Is the portrait of the intimate friend and part- 
ner in iniquity of our noble Captain Skunk ; this: 
is a half length drawing, and dressed in a spencer; 
the object of the painter by this appears to have 
been to shew that this worthy personage wanted 
bottom—it is said, that owing to two unlucky. 
occasions, he took such an aversion to a cow-skin 
and a hor:e-whip, that the sight or noise of either 
always threw him into a tremor. : 

Nomser Ill, 

I; the drawing of an animal, very much re- 

sembling an Ourang-Outang; he has been put in 


this colle€tion merely from the partiality Captain’ 
Skunk had for him, as he frequeritly amused him ° 


and his company by dancing on a table in boot » 
&c. for thosé tricks and other humiliating ser- 
vices, the Captain procured him, nominally, a 
handsome appointment, because says he, although 
he is a scoundrel, he must be rewarded. It is true 
a certain portion of this office was to be shared 
with this Tunisian, by Brother George, and a 
certain Bull-faced notary. 
NumsBer IV. 
This Knight of the burning house, as he was 


called in England, having been regularly installed 


at Manchester, began his career in that country,. 
and would certainly have finished it there; for 
‘immediately after his Manchester honors,.a more 
elevated -mark of: distinction was intended him, 
and which he most certainly merited and would 
have enjoyed, had it not been for his mother’s 
advice, who was afraid that the collar of this new 
order might hurt his respiration; for, says she, 
he has always had such a tickling about the wea- 
son, that I think it ominous, and therefore in the 
utmost trepidation and hurry actually packed him 
in a chest with old hats, and shipped him for 
New-York, with the rest of her hopeful sons: If 
we can’t cheat’em here, says she, we'll cheat’em 
there. The knight, on his arrival, ‘received the 
fraternal hug of Captain Skunk and his associ- 
ates; and these are strong grounds to believe he 
will die in the full fruition of that e/evated rank 
which his mother was so solicitous -he should 
avoid. 
: Noumeer V. 

This scraggy looking figure was a Maryland 
apothecary, whose patrimony was so small that it 
required a chevalier of industry to profit from k, 
Tom, says his father to him, just before he died, 
you are not born to be a gentleman, I have but 
little to leave you, and that little very poor soil, 
by industry alone, you can derive any benefit 
from it; therefore, Zi// it son, Till it son, which 
advice became afterwards proverbial for a dirty 
beginning. : 

There area number of other well drawn por- 
traits in the colle€tion, which will perhaps be no- 
ticed hereafter. AN AMATUER. 
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FOR THE CORRECTOR. 

MITCHEL, the printer of a village paper en- 
titled the Positical Barometer, at Poughkeepsie, has 
had the impudence to publish certain resolutions 
adopted by a caucus held at Baldwin’s hotel on 
Wednesday the 21st March instant, wherein they 
denounce the conduét of Levi M‘Keen, Esq. be- 
cause he dares think and act differently fro 
themselves. | 

Tke chairman and secretary of this caucus were 
- two ignorant fools, whose names were never 
known out of their village, except as connected 
with their respeCtive avocations; and whose ser- 
vices in the cause of genuine republicanism con- 
sist in a passive obedience to whatever Gilbert 
Livingston and some jackdaws please to dictate. 

Nathan Myers, now a shopkeeper, formerly a 
keeper of a tavern, billiard-table, and gambling- 
house, was the Aonorable chairman—and George 
Parker, who in June last was an inmate of Pough- 
keepsie jail, where he officiated as jailor’s tapster, 
was the secretary. 

Pray Messrs. Myers and Parker, who do you 
think yourselves, to thus aid in proscribing a va- 
luable citizen? Mr. MKeen is a respectable 
inhabitant of Poughkeepsie, he is a freeholder, 
and as such has a right to’ exercise his influence 
as he may deem most conducive to the public 
good. The part you have taken on this occasion 
is highly reprehensible, and deserves that con- 
tempt you have endeavored to throw on the vic- 
tim of your proscription. Your objec evidently 
has ‘been to destroy Mr. M«Keen’s influence 
among his friends; but be assured, you will fail 
in this; his fellow-citizens will duly appreciate 
your conduét, and despise the grovelling and des- 
picable motive for which you became the tools of 
a factious meeting. 

As for M@——-, it is not very uncharacteristic; 
he is accustomed to such publications; he is the 
tag-end of a set of hireling editors, whose exist- 
ence depends on servilely accommodating them- 
selves to the wivhes of their masters. A victim 
to every human frailty, he seeks to level others 
with himself, believing that a majority even in 
teligion (for the fellow has yet some compunc- 
tions) will convert foiblés into virtues, lessen the 
pangs of remorse, and cleanse his iniquitous soul 
of the thousand stains with which it is marked.— 
He may be justly termed 


“© One of the lesser spirits, | 
That holds the lamp to villainy and crime.” 


MENTOR. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 

THE aristocrats have reduced themselves to a 
most perplexing dilemma. If they can pass the 
vote against the Merchants’ Bank, (and De Witt 
is resolute, and has issued his orders) they un- 


wittingly destroy the Manhattan Company, and | 


of course in a great measure deprive themselves 


of its influence on the approaching election, or if 


apprized of the danger, they introduce a particu- 


lar exception in favor of that institution, or grant’ 


it a charter, at the moment they are refusing one 
to another association, which has at least equal 
claims, they surely cannot expect that the people 
will long submit to such marked partiality, and 
such palpable injustice. 


. WITHOUT entering into the question of the 
expediency-of an additional bank, (though were 


this the time, we could prove irrefragably that no } 


competition of this kind can possibly be injurious 
to the community) we assert that the bill against 
the Merchants’ Bank as it is at present conceived, 
involves a direét violation of the principles of our 
constitution, as it is necessarily retrospective in 
its operation, and therefore answers exactly to the 
description of an expost faéfo law. And this as- 
sertion we ate prepared to maintain. 
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FOR THE CORRECTOR. 


CHEETHAM’S illiberal abuse of General 
Delavan in his paper of Wednesday last, is en- 
tirely of a piece with the rest of his conduét. 

This turbulent animal has cacoethes scribendi 
upon him so violently—that he sets truth and 
reflection at defiance. 

As far as General Delevan was concerned in 
the affair at Brady’s, he a¢ted consistently, as a 
gentleman and a man of honor ought to have done. 

His support of Abel Smith, at that meeting, 
can be attributed by those who are acquainted 
with the characters of both candidates—only, to 
a sincere and ardent wish to advance the public 
good. Mr. Smith, whatever insinuations Cheet- 
ham may be pleased to make against him, is 
known in the county of Westchester, as an up- 
right, honest and indepefident republican—and 
one, who, for years headed the republican ticket 
in that county. 

General Delavan’s individual and private views 
in opposing Judge Purdy, the Judge may, if 
he pleases, explain, or he may refer the enquirer 
to the worthy representative of his name, his 
honors, and his virtues; his most accomplisaed 
son, who, probably in reward for the secret ser- 
vices, henot long since performed against the 
feelings of General Delavan, was made a master 
in chancery. 

Cheetham knows the Judge well, and so does 
Wortman, and this pair of worthies will, proba- 
bly explain the reason why, the day after the 
death of John Stagg, jun. they flew on the wings 
of expectation to the ‘ udge, at his farm in West- 
chester. 


“‘ Half a loaf is better than no bread.” 
MAXIM. 


TO TOBY TICKLER, ESQ, 

Mr. Tickler—-When a plain and simple Citi- 
zen is terrified by overhearing between two 
men, (one of whom is not the less great for 
want of an official station) a dialogue in the 
following strain, ought he not immediately 
to divulge it ¢ 

The Sultan—This Merchants’ Bank shall be 

overwhelmed, and these insolent designs against 
the measures must be crushed without delay. 

Dependant—I think so, too, Sir, or the people 

may begin to believe we are not so strong as we 
undoubtedly are with you at our head. 

Sultan—The people! aye—they’re a believing 

race. : 

Dependanit—It is reported, Sir, that a 

many houses will break if the Bank falls. 

Sultan—Break—I tell you, if we prostrate it at 

once, we shall panic-strike e’m all—what if an 
hundred houses stop payment in consequence of 
it? that is no great objection to it, for they are 
nearly all dd Burrites and Federalists—and if 
any ot my people have chosen to stick their fin-. 
gers inthe fire—why let them get barnt~it will 
teach them next time-how to meddle. 

Dependant—To be sure, Sir, I don’t know that 

we have any business with the interest of rebel- 
lious Burrites or of the Federalists. 

Su/tan—When this presumptious institution is 

once annihilated, take my-word for'it, the bold- 
ness of the measure, the terror of our powery will 
give us New-York completely undet our thumb. 

Dependant—You don’t think, Sir, the effec 

will be confined to this city? 

Sultan—-No! It will thunder thro’ the state 

in a few weeks, depend upon.it, we shall have 
every city, county, township and village at our 


reat 


| dled, .and if we don’t.ride “em till they are tame, 
aye! as tame as. -jack-asses—the Devil’s in it— 
.[away'the ‘Sultan wheeled in. a gait, between a 





waddle and a strut.) " 
CUJU 


back—Yes!. We shall have ’em bridled and sad- 


New Nominations. 


SCHENECTADY NOMINATION. 


AT a numerous and respectable meeting of 
Republican electors of the city of Schenectady 
and its vicinity, held at the house of John Moon, 
on Monday the 19th March, 1804. 

WILLIAM ANDERSON, Chairman. 
MICHAEL TYMS, Esq. Secretary. 

RESOLVED unanimously, that this meeting de 
highly approve of the nomination of Col. Burr, 
as candidate for Gov. at the ensuing election. 

THEREFORE resolved that this meeting will 
support by all lawful means the election of 


AARON BURR, Esq. 


for Governor, and that the following Electors be 
a Committee to promote said election, viz. 

John Yates, Esq. Henry Yates, Esq. Aaron 
Wessels, Ernestus Putnam, Theodore Burr, Gar- 
rit Van Antwerp, Henry Broom, John Bachydt, 
sen. John Stean, sen. Cornelius Van Antwerp, 
Michael Pyms, Adam S. Vrooman, Esq. Herman 
Wessels, Nicholas Barhydt, David Conulus, Pe- 
ter Stean, Peter Brown, Derick Van Vranken, 
George Young, Andrew Great, Aaron Putnam, 
Wilhelmus Veeder, John J. Vrooman, Cornelius 
Pymusen, Cornelius Clute, John Van Vorst, sen. 
John Schermerhorn, Isaac Vedder, James J. Van 
Vorst, Richard Hagadorn, Benjamin Miller, Tho- 
mas Camps, Alexander Lansing, Aaron De Groats 
William Cearns, John J. Schermerhorn, Willia™ 


| Corl, Cornelius Groat, Ephraim Rynie, John 


Switgs, Abraham Groat, Thomas Monel, Esq. 
Isaac John:on, James Van Vorst, John Joyce, jun, 
Derick Haimstradt, James Wimple, Aaron #1, 
Bradt, Caleb Clark, Robert Willue, Andrew 
Groat, Rykert Waldron, Archibald Craig, Henry 
Ten Eyck, Esq. William Anderson, Simeon De 
Graff. 

REsOLYED, that this meeting be publi-hed in 
the Albany Register and Schenectady Gazette. 

ResotveD, ‘That John Yates, Esq. Henry 
Yates, Aaron Wessels, Michael Pyms, Esq. Hen- 
ty Ten Eyck, Esq. be a committee of correspon- 
dence. 

By order of the Meeting. 

(Signed) Wma. ANDERSON, Chairman. 

MICHAEL PYMS, Sec’ry. 


BETHLEHEM NOMINATION. 


At a respeftalle mesting of Republican citizens o 
Bethlehem, in the county of Albany, held at Ps 
house of Ephraim Baily, on the 19th day of 
March, 1804, for the purpose of nominating’a 
suitable character for the office of Governor of this 


State. 
Resolved unanimously, That 
PETER ROSEKRANS, be Chairman. 
and Arpartus W. Becker, be Secretary of this 
meeting. : : 
» Resolved, That this meeting will support with 
their votes and interests, 


| AARON BURR, Esq. 


for the office of Governor of this state. 
Resolyed, That a corresponding committee of 
nine persons be appointed to carry into-effect the 
above nomination. 
Resolved, That the above nomination be pub- 
lished in all the Aibany papers. 
PETER ROS ANS, Chairman, 
Ausartus W. Becker, Secretary. 
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